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Experts
disagree on
marriage
promotion
Bush plan has
flaws, some say

ByTAMARLEWIN
The New York Times

PHOENIX—There isa lotofearnest
nodding as Leo Godzich tellsthe seven
couples in his premarital education
class howimportant it is to enter into
marriage knowing eachother's financ
es, sharingassets and agreeingonthen-
budget pnorities.

It is a mixed group, this premaritalclass at the Phoenix First Assembly of
God. Some are members ofthe church,
butmostare not. Some have theirwed-
din^ planned, while others arejustbe
ginning toemlore marriage. Most are
middle class, but some are eligible for a
subsidy through the state w^Fare pro
gram,whichhasbudgeted$1millionfor
mitiathres topromotemarriage—much
asPresidentBushpropose todo, tothe
tuneof$1.6 billion, inthewelfare re-au-
thorization bill.

Many such programs already exis^
without government backing. During
the lastdecade, marria^educationhas
mushroomed, inchurdies, community
centers,colleges andevenhi^schools.

What there is not is sdid evideiK»
thatsuchefforts canbringdownthe na-
tiorfs divorce rate, whidiwasprojected
at roughly50percentbythe CensusBu-
reauin2002.

The Bush administration's plan to
use federal money to foster healthy
inarriages amonglow-income families,
first announced twoyears ago, has
drawn considerable fire. While there is
consensus among familv experts, con
servative and liberal, that two-p^nt
households ghre children tbestrongest
start, diere issharp disagreementabout
government involvement inpromoting
marriage.

Some see such efforts as intrusive
meddling in a purefy private aspect oi
life. Otherswonythatmarriagepromo
tion(X)uld pushwomen to entermto, or
stay in, marriages with abusive men.
And manyadvocacy grot^)s concerned
withpovertysay that \«tot low-income
women need isnot marriage education-
,butjobs, training, education and child
care. The Bush administration has it
backward, they say: self-sufficiency
leads to healthy marriages, not the
other way around.

There are other concerns, too. The
1996 Federal Defense of Marriage Act
defines marriage as a man-woman
union, andwithgaymarriageemerging
as a wedge issue with voters, some see
the Bush administration's rn^rriage-
educatk>n initiative ^ a ^ tior]|biis9r-
vatiyes pushing for a strongerstance
againstsame-sexmarriage.
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